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Dr. Chris Ford, 

Unanimous Choice for New Director of 

Baltimore School for the Arts 

School’s Own Music Director 

Best of 185 National Contenders

“We found the best candidate in the country; 

he just happened to already be in our building.”




 -- Pat Joseph, Chair BSA Board of Overseers


(Baltimore) – The Baltimore School for the Arts (BSA) Board of Overseers and the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners today jointly announced the unanimous appointment of Dr. Chris Ford as Director of the School.  Ford succeeds Leslie Shepard who served as head of BSA since 2000, leading the school through a dynamic period of growth and accomplishment, including a $30 million expansion and renovation; increased outreach to the community with arts training, activities programs; and the naming of the school as one of the top five public arts high schools in the country by the Doris Duke and Surdna Foundations.


Dr. Ford has been at BSA since 1981, beginning as a saxophone instructor, then instrumental music coordinator and later rising to Music Department Head in 1990.  In addition, he serves the TWIGS after-school and weekend program, developing arts talent in younger students from Baltimore City.  Dr. Ford’s credentials are wide-ranging and impressive:  Bachelor of Music from the University of Texas; Master of Music from Bowling Green State University; Premier Prix, Medaille d’Or from the Conservatoire National de Bordeaux; Fulbright-Hays Fellowship to France; and Doctor of Musical Arts from the University of Maryland. 


Even more impressive are the accolades he receives from his peers and students:

“In my view, no one is better qualified to meet the challenges ahead; more eager to take on the challenge and more hard-working and passionate about the students and the mission of the school than Chris. He has demonstrated that he is not a status-quo leader.”
– Leslie Shepard, BSA Director
“Chris Ford will bring years of experience and the heart of a teacher to the job.  It is my belief that a great leader of a school is well served by having a passion for teaching.  His career demonstrates that.  In addition, Dr. Ford seems to be thinking about the next transition of the school with the retirement of department heads.  He is forward-thinking about ways to give students other opportunities.  Dr. Ford will be able to hit the ground running.”

– Anita Hilson, parent of BSA student
“Chris is smart, thoughtful and deliberate.  He doesn’t rush to judgment.  He talks to people, gets information and then formulates ideas and executes them.  Over the years, he has successfully revamped the music programs in the high school and in TWIGS.”

– Debbie Rogers, BSA Librarian

Pat Joseph and Robin Wood, co-chairs of the BSA Board of Overseers’ Search Committee added, “Chris Ford is the right leader for the school at this time.  His deep understanding and appreciation of BSA’s history, and his thoughtful and inclusive vision for its future provide just the bridge we need to transition to new levels of excellence.”


“With a strong vision and total commitment to her students, Leslie Shepard in the last decade has taken the Baltimore School for the Arts to a whole new level. I have every expectation that Chris Ford will build on that legacy,” said City Schools CEO Andrés A. Alonso. “It is exciting—and speaks both to the leadership of the school and the leadership we are cultivating throughout the district—when a principal named is an internal candidate. I look forward to working with Chris to continue the great achievements of School for the Arts students.”

Dr. Ford said of his new position, “The school is a dream job.  This is what the arts are all about.” 

  

Founded in 1980, BSA is a national leader in preparing students for careers in the visual and performing arts.  In 1990, BSA was recognized nationally as a Blue Ribbon School – Maryland's first – by the United States Department of Education.  That same year, the National Endowment for the Arts named BSA as one of the top five arts high schools in the country. The school has been featured in the New York Times for its students’ work with Tony Award-winning choreographer Hinton Battle.  


Celebrating its 30th anniversary, BSA has lived up to its promise "where the arts change kids' lives."  More than 95% of BSA graduates have gone on to further their educations and careers at colleges, conservatories, universities and professional programs, and from those institutions to stages, concert halls, classrooms and enterprises across the United States and Europe.  


Additionally, the school serves over 10,000 city school students grades three through eight through a range of programs in arts exposure and enrichment.

The Baltimore School for the Arts provides students with intensive pre-professional training in the arts in the context of a rigorous college preparatory curriculum.  BSA graduates go on to top arts and university programs nationwide and achieve prominence in theater, film, music, dance and visual arts.  Additionally, the Baltimore School for the Arts is a catalyst for young people to explore and discover their passion for the arts through TWIGS, its highly acclaimed program that provides free after-school arts classes to more than 650 elementary and middle school students; special dance and theatre recitals for Baltimore City Public School students; a family performance series; partnerships with other arts organizations; and art exhibitions.  

  

The Baltimore School for the Arts, where the arts change kids’ lives.
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